THE DAWN  OF LIBERATION

reported to be excellent and trustworthy for the purposes for which
they were designed. As the House knows, we succeeded in mounting
the 17-pounder gun in the Sherman, a remarkable feat, and many
hundreds of these are either in action in Normandy or moving thither
in a steady stream.

General Montgomery has written as follows about the recent battle :

" In the fighting to date we have defeated the Germans in battle,
and we had no difficulty in dealing with the German army once we
had grasped the problem. In this connection British armour has
played a notable part. The Panther and Tiger tanks are unreliable
mechanically, and the Panther is very vulnerable from the flank.
Our ry-pounder guns will go right through them. Provided our
tactics are good we can defeat them without difficulty."

Well, they say the customer is always right.

The Cromwell, of course, possesses superior speed, which will be
specially effective when and if we come as we may into more open
country. As to the Sherman, I saw with my own eyes last week an
example of the work of the ly-pounder. It was on the approaches to
Caen. There was an expanse of large fields of waving corn out of
which a grey stone village rose. Generals Montgomery and Dempsey
brought me to this spot and invited me to count the broken-down
Panther tanks which were littered about. I counted nine in the space
of about 1,000 yards square. The general then told me that all these
nine had been shot with a zy-pounder from one single British Sherman
tank from the side of the village wall. One cannot help being impressed
by these things when one sees them with one's own eyes. Of course
you will never get the same armour in a 3o-ton tank as you will in
one of 60 tons. But mobility, speed and manoeuvrability also count
high, and when the 17-pounder gun is added to all these qualities, no
one has the right to say that these lighter tanks are not fitted in
every way for their task and are not a wise and far-seeing employment
of our war power.

I am afraid all this must be causing pain and sorrow to the hon.
Member for Ipswich (Mr. Stokes).

Mr. Stokes interjected: " That is not the whole story." The Prime Minister
continued:

The ton. Member had better pull himself together, because there is
worse to come. The notorious Churchill tank, the most thick-skinned
weapon in Europe, also won commendation. This tank was originally
conceived in 1940, for fighting in the lanes and in the enclosed country
of this Island, and in spite of every form of abuse as well as the difficulty
attendant upon haste in design and construction, it is now once again
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